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Understanding distributed applications is a tedious and difficult task. Visualizations based on 
process-time diagrams are often used to obtain a better understanding of the execution of 
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Scalable management and self-organizational capabilities are emerging as central 
requirements for a generation of large-scale, highly dynamic, distributed applications. We 
have developed an entirely new distributed information management system called 
Astrolabe. Astrolabe collects large-scale system state, permitting rapid updates and 
providing on-the-fly attribute aggregation. This latter capability permits an application to 
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